o

Chapter XVIII

* UNDER THE FASCIST YOKE
N December 30th, 1938, Mr. Winston Churchill wrote:

"But it must be admitted that if at this moment the
Spanish Government were victorious they would be so anxious
to live on friendly terms with Great Britain, they would find so
much sympathy among the British people for them, that we should
probably be able to dissuade them from the vengeance which
would have attended their triumph earlier in the struggle. On the
other hand, if Franco won, his Nazi backers would drive him to
the same kind of brutal suppressions as are practised in the
totalitarian States."

Mr. Churchill's assumption is correct, and shows that his view
of the Spanish problem was as clear-sighted as his analysis of the
European situation as a whole as given in the remarkable book*
from which the above quotation is drawn.

If the Republicans had won the war, Spain and the rest of the
world would have teen spared the fierce reprisals which followed
Franco's victory. More than once, in discussing with Dr. Negrfn
the attitude to be adopted towards the rebels after the war, we
had agreed that it would be best for the half-dozen generals most
implicated in the insurrection to flee the country, thus sparing us
the necessity of executing them. We had not the slightest desire
to make martyrs of them, and the likelihood of their organizing
a fresh plot against the Government from abroad did not give us
a moment's uneasiness. We were certain that as soon as the
Spaniards in rebel territory came into contact with their brothers

* Step by Step, by the Rt. Hon. Winston Churchill, published by Thornton
Buttcrworth.
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